Child Abuse Prevention Theory of Change and Logic Model

Child Maltreatment Occurs...

Because of the negative interaction of factors at the individual, family, community and cultural/societal levels
When the amount and intensity of risk factors outweigh the amount and intensity of protective factors

Factors That May

Factors That May

If These Things

Then We Can Expect to See These

And Then We Want to See These

And Then We Hope to
See These Results...

events

» Socio-economic
stressors

> Social isolation

» Lack of informal
and formal
support
networks

» Family support
and involvement

> Access to
informal and
formal support
networks

Improved Fal

mi

y Functioning

» Families know skills and behaviors
that support healthy family
dynamics

» Families communicate effectively
» Families have healthy interactions

Improved

C

hild Safety

» Parents and allies know how to
ensure children’s safety in their
homes and community

» Parents and allies ensure children’s
safety in their homes and community
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Child Abuse Prevention Theory of Change and Logic Model, continued

Child Maltreatment Occurs...

Because of the negative interaction of factors at the individual, family, community and cultural/societal levels
When the amount and intensity of risk factors outweigh the amount and intensity of protective factors

Factors That May
Increase Risk for
Maltreatment

Factors That May
Increase Protection
Against Maltreatment

If These Things
Happen...

Then We Can Expect to See These
Results... (Short-Term Outcomes)

And Then We Want to See These
Results... (Intermediate Outcomes)

And Then We Hope to
See These Results...
(Long-Term Outcomes)

Community and Societal Levels

» Sexualization of
children

» Objectification of
children

» Community
violence

» Societal norm of
violence

» Concern for
protecting families’
privacy vs.
protecting
children’s safety

» Safe and cohesive
neighborhoods

» Societal norms of
non-violence

» Society supports
families’ basic
needs

> Collective
responsibility for
children’s health,
safety and well-
being

» Coordinated and
responsive health,
education and
social service
systems

» Shared data
systems

> Public education
campaigns

» Community
engagement

» Interagency
collaboration

» Policy advocacy

Improved Commu

nity Involvement

» The community understands that
all families need support

» The community shares a common
framework and practices regarding
the prevention of child
maltreatment

» The community understands that
everyone has a role in raising
healthy, thriving children

» The community values families’
help-seeking behaviors

» The community takes action to
reduce the likelihood of child
maltreatment

» The community provides
coordinated comprehensive systems
of support to meet families’ and
children’s needs

» The community advocates for
children and healthy families by

All children are
healthy and
thriving

All children live in
safe and nurturing
families and
communities

We Will Know if These Outcomes Have Been Met by Measuring

» Positive changes in individuals’
and families’ perceptions about
their levels of isolation and social
support

» Positive changes in knowledge,
attitudes and beliefs about issues
such as parenting practices, child
development and bonding/
attachment

» Positive changes in community
attitudes about family support and
child abuse prevention

Sources.: World Health Organization, Georgia's Early Childhood Comprehensive Systems
(GECCS) Implementation Profect, Children’s Trust Fund of Washington

» Utilization of informal and formal
support systems

» Children making progress toward
meeting developmental milestones

> Early identification of children with
special needs

» Safety of home environment

» Parenting attitudes and practices

»> Health-related behaviors

» Parent-child interactions

» Health care utilization

» Existence of and accessibility of
resources

» Community involvement in
prevention of child maltreatment

» Number of community members who
contact policy makers to advocate
for positive change

» Improvements in
children’s health
and development

» Higher percentage
of outcomes and
indicators being met

» Lower foster care
entry and re-entry
rates

» Reduction in child
abuse reports
(suspected and
substantiated)

» Increased
accessibility,
responsiveness and
coordination of
service delivery
systems

» Decreased length of
stay in temporary
foster care
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