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Speaker Biographies

Stephanie Teal, MD, MPH, University of Colorado, Health Sciences Center
Dr. Teal received her BS in Biology from Stanford University, and her MD from UC San Francisco School of Medicine. She completed her residency in Obstetrics and Gynecology at UC San Diego, did a fellowship in family planning research at Columbia University, and completed her Masters of Public health degree there in Epidemiology. In 1998, Dr. Teal started the Special Needs Contraception Clinic at University of Colorado School of Medicine, which serves women with medical issues complicating their ability to safely and effectively use contraception. She is currently Director of the Program in Family Planning and the Family Planning Fellowship at University of Colorado School of Medicine. She speaks and writes on many topics related to contraception and abortion. Her main research interests are in contraception for women with chronic medical issues, and contraceptive decision-making.

Susan Philliber, Ph.D, Philliber Research Associates
Dr. Philliber has been doing evaluation work for more than 25 years. She has been the lead evaluator on several national studies, including random assignment evaluations of teen pregnancy prevention programs. Her experience in working with clinics and others in reproductive health care education and services is particularly extensive. After an academic career that included appointments at Florida State University, the Universities if Utah and Cincinnati, and Columbia University, Dr. Philliber became one of the founders and senior partners at Philliber Research Associates, a firm specializing in program planning and evaluation. Dr. Philliber is well published and leads a team of some 30 employees at Philliber research in doing evaluation nationally and internationally.

Kari Kuka, M.S., CHES, Denver Health– School Based Health Centers
Kari Kuka is the Health Education Program Supervisor for the Denver Health School-based Health Centers. Through her years in the health education field, Kari has traveled through several states creating and obtaining positions that have allowed her to grow in the field. Kari has worked as the Director of Education for Planned Parenthood Orlando, was the Supervisor of a Health Education Group at Florida Atlantic University, served as the Associate director of Operations for national non-profit creating peer education materials and finally was the one and only Sexual Health educator for Trojan Brand Condoms. Kari has been with Denver Health for just over a year.

Lisa Pittari, MSW, Colorado Youth Matter
Lisa Pittari has a Master’s in Social Work from the University of Denver and is passionate about creating dialogue about social justice, equity and intersectionality. She developed and coordinated LGBTQA Services at Arizona State University and often conducts workshops highlighting social identities, LGBTQA issues, ally development and the praxis of inclusion. Currently, Lisa is the training and education manager at Colorado Youth Matter where she coordinates statewide trainings and education programs on evidence-based approaches to teen STI/HIV and pregnancy prevention, including the co-coordination of Colorado Youth Matter’s statewide conference, Raising The Bar.





Shanna Katz, M.Ed, ACS, Colorado Youth Matter
Shanna Katz, Med, ACS is a board certified sexologist, sexuality educator and diversity consultant. She has worked with organizations such as Arizona State University, the Mayo Clinic and the American Medical Students Association’s sexual health scholars program bringing inclusivity to medicine, from LGBTQ patients to those with disabilities. She is also using her Master’s of Sexuality Education to provide accessible, open source  sex education to people around the country, by putting on workshops at places such as Brown University, SUNY-Purchase, ASU, U of A, the Center for Sexual Pleasure and Health, the Center for Sex and Culture and the New York LGBTQ Center. For more information, please visit her sexuality education site, www.ShannaKatz.com

Wendy Paris, Weld County Department of Public Health and Environment
Wendy Paris has been a resident of Colorado for over eight years. She’s employed at the Administration Division of Weld County Department of Public Health and environment. She has over 25 + years of experience working in various medical facilities doing different types of Medical billing including Medicaid, Medicare, third party insurance and medical coding.

Susan Levy, JD, RN, Executive Director, Boulder Valley Women’s Health Center
Susan Levy has been Executive Director of the Boulder Valley Women’s Health Center for almost 10 years.  Her background as a registered nurse and an attorney has served her well in her role as chief executive of a private, nonprofit women’s health clinic. BVWHC was founded in 1973 as the first abortion clinic in Colorado. Now, it is a comprehensive gynecology and family planning clinic, and has developed cutting edge programs for teens, Latinas, and other underserved populations in Boulder and Broomfield counties. BVWHC has participated as a Title X delegate agency since 1985.

Linda Johnson, WHCNP, MSN, Clinical Director, Boulder  Valley Women’s Health Center
Linda Johnson is a Women’s Health Nurse Practitioner and has been working in reproductive health for over thirty years. She has attended the University of Nebraska, and graduated with her MSN in 2003 from the University of Colorado Health Sciences Center. She is currently the Clinical Director of Boulder Valley Women’s Health Care in Boulder, Colorado.

Audra Bishop, Youth Health Specialist, Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment
Audra Bishop has 12 years of experience teaching, treating and advocating for children and youth in Colorado.  As a Level III Certified Addictions Counselor specializing in the adolescent population, her work experience includes direct service as a counselor, expressive arts teacher, as well as designing and implementing a youth-serving substance abuse program.  She has had opportunities to promote youth engagement and leadership both locally and internationally.  Currently, Ms. Bishop is employed with the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment (CDPHE)  as the Youth Health Specialist.  She provides trainings and technical assistance to both state and local partners, including School-Based Health Centers, on topics such as positive youth development, youth engagement and youth-adult partnerships.  She is the adult facilitator for CDPHE’s statewide Youth Partnership for Health Youth Advisory Council.   In addition, Ms. Bishop is in the process of completing her Masters in Youth Development through Michigan State University.




Anna Kelly, MD, Chair of Healthy Women, Healthy Babies Pre - Conception Workgroup
Dr. Anna Kelly is an Ob/Gyn physician currently in private practice in Brighton, CO but has spent many years practicing in public health as well, both in Denver metro areas and in Chicago. She volunteers her time for Healthy Women-Healthy Babies, a consortium of groups and individuals interested in improving birth outcomes in Colorado. She has run their workgroup on Preconception Health for the last 4 years.


Eliza Buyers, MD, FACOG, Rocky Mountain Clinics
D. Buyers is the medical Director of the Young Women’s Health Program at the Rocky Mountain Youth Clinics. She has an extensive background in obstetrics and gynecology and has served on numerous boards and committees, including the development committee for the Colorado Contraception Clinical Guidelines


Jan Shepherd, MD, Medical Director, Boulder Valley Women’s Health Center
Dr. Jan Shepherd received her MD from Northwestern University, completed a residency in Obstetrics and gynecology at the University of Cincinnati, and performed postgraduate work in Reproductive Endocrinology at the University of South Alabama. She is currently Medical Director of the Boulder Valley Women’s Health Center, Boulder, Colorado, Clinical faculty in the Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology at the University of Colorado School of Medicine and Medical Advisor for the Women’s wellness Connection at the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment. Dr. Shepherd also continues to serve as Adjunct Professor at Florida State University College of Medicine; where she was founding Education Director for Obstetrics and Gynecology. Dr. Shepherd has published numerous papers in peer-reviewed journals on topics in obstetrics and gynecology and is a nationally recognized speaker on women’s health issues. She has also taught internationally for USAID.


Erin Hall Division of Child Welfare Services, Colorado Department of Human Services
Erin Hall has worked in the field of child protection for the last thirteen years in a variety of different settings. Her areas of specialties are sexual abuse and child fatalities. She currently works for the CDHS, Division of Child Welfare in the Child Protection Unit.


Kathryn Wells, MD, Medical Director, Denver Family Crisis Center
Dr. Kathryn Wells is currently the Medical Director of the Denver Family Crisis Center where she serves as the child abuse and neglect consultant for Denver Health and Hospital Authority, Denver Department of Human Services, the Denver Police Department and the Denver District Attorney’s Office. She is also an attending physician with the Kempe Child Protection Team at the Children’s Hospital in Denver and has an academic appointment as an Assistant Professor in Pediatrics at the University of Colorado Health Sciences Center. Dr. Wells is board certified in General Pediatrics as well as in the newly created sub board of Child Abuse Pediatrics.
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Lorez Meinhold, Deputy Policy Director, Governor’s Office of Policy and Initiatives
Lorez Meinhold serves as the deputy Police Director in the Office of Policy and Initiatives for Colorado Governor John Hickenlooper. In this capacity, she helps establish and advance the Governor’s health agenda, analyzes and advises on heath-related legislation and coordinates the administration’s policy efforts around health reform and other initiatives. Lorez was appointed in April of 2010 to serve as the Director of Health Reform Implementation for the state. As states assume the critical role of implementing multiple aspects of reform, the director and the board will recommend specific strategies for putting national reform into practice in Colorado. Prior to joining the Hickenlooper administration, Lorez worked on state and federal policy for Governor Ritter as well as for The Colorado health Foundation.

Tonya Bruno, Community Outreach Specialist, Department of Healthcare Policy and Financing
Tonya is a fifth generation Coloradan and wouldn't want to live in any other state. Tonya has over ten years experience working with communities across the state, is passionate about health care, and hopes to continue this line of work for many years to come. Tonya is bilingual in Spanish and a member of the Latino community. She possesses a Bachelor of Arts Degree from the University of Colorado at Boulder in Sociology.


Andrea Foote, Psy.D, IMH-E, Clinical Psychologist and Coordinator, Community Infant Program Boulder
Andrea Foote is a clinical psychologist and coordinator with the Community infant Program, a preventive-intervention service for infants and their parents in Boulder, Colorado. In the Community Infant Program, infant mental health psychotherapists and maternal child health nurses provide home based services to families during pregnancy and the first three years. Andrea manages clinical services, provides reflective supervision, and facilitates groups and provides consultation to partners in the community. She is also conducting research assessing the efficacy of early intervention with postpartum depression.
Andrea began her clinical work in the area of infant mental health at the Infant Parent Program founded by Selma Fraiberg, a program of U.C.S.F. based at San Francisco General Hospital.
Andrea has over 15 years experience in the fields of body-mind integration and self care. She provides training and consultation to audiences locally and nationally.

Mandy Bakulski, Maternal Wellness Director, Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment
Mandy Bakulski, RD, is the Maternal Wellness Director in the Women’s Health Unit at the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment. Previously, she served as the Director of the Prenatal Plus Program within the department and was the Program Coordinator and Dietitian for a local Prenatal Plus agency. Mandy received her BS in Nutrition Science & Dietetics from Colorado State University in 2000 and is currently pursuing her graduate degree at the Colorado School of Public Health.

Megan Brunstetter, Health Education Trainer II, SBIRT Colorado at Denver Health
Megan Brunstetter is a Health Education Trainer II for SBIRT Colorado at Denver Health Medical Center. She has been with SBIRT since September 2008 and primarily works in the Adult Urgent Care Clinic implementing a sustainable program with medical staff. Her primary role with SBIRT is to screen patients for substance abuse, provide brief interventions for risky behavior utilizing motivational interviewing techniques and offer referrals for further treatment. Brunstetter is also providing in-depth training for nurses and clinical staff on brief intervention techniques, billing for services and proper chart documentation for SBIRT. Brunstetter received a Bachelors of Science degree from Mount Union College in Ohio and is a Certified Addictions Counselor I.

Brie Reimann, BA, Program Director SBIRT Colorado at Denver Health
Brie Reimann currently works for Peer Assistance services, Inc. as the Program Director for SBIRT Colorado, an initiative funded by the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) to the Colorado Office of the Governor. The goal of SBIRT Colorado is to implement routine screening and brief intervention services to address substance abuse as a standard of Health care in Colorado. Reimann co-authored both the SBIRT and ATR grants and has a special interest in developing and implementing public policies to address behavioral health issues and improve systems integration. Her primary role at Peer Assistance has been to manage and provide oversight to several prevention-focused contracts. Before working as a Program Director for SBIRT Colorado, Reimann managed a program funded by SAMHSA to prevent women from drinking during pregnancy and to prevent Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders in Colorado. Prior to Peer Assistance Services, Reimann worked on the start-up program for Denver’s Community Development Institute to implement an English Language Learner’s program at Head start programs nationwide. She received a Bachelor of Arts from Colorado State University and a Master of Public Affairs with an emphasis in public policy from the University of Colorado at Denver.

Bonnie Moya, Project Officer, Sexual Violence Prevention Program, Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment
Bonnie Moya is Project Officer for the Sexual Violence Prevention Program at the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment. She has a Bachelor of Arts in Communication and an extensive work history in the non-profit sectors of Colorado and New Mexico.  Ms. Moya incorporates principles of inclusivity into educational outreach and program planning to ensure that solutions are meaningful to the diverse populations served.  She is passionate about strengthening youth and communities and aims to integrate her work across multiple disciplines for a comprehensive approach.

Sarah E. Roberts, Director, Client Services Division, Colorado Department of Health Care Policy & Financing
Sarah is director of the Client Services Division, responsible for customer service and program and policy trainings and presentations.  Since joining the Department in 2005 she has served in critical management roles to support Department initiatives.  She recently stepped in as interim manager for the Medicaid Reform Unit to lead the implementation team for the Accountable Care Collaborative program. 
Sarah holds a Masters Degree in Health Administration and a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Communication Arts and Sciences. 
 
Ellen Stein, MSW
Ellen Stein Wallace is currently on the board of the Denver Domestic Violence Coordinating Council.  She serves as the steering committee co-chair of the Denver Family Violence Community Action Campaign.  The former Director of SafeHouse Denver, she also spent 12 years as the Director of Socio-Economics and Health Care Policy for the Colorado Medical Society.  Ellen has over 25 years of policy, program planning and development experience.
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