25-4-607. Order of board of health requiring inoculation of animals - veterinarian
waiver of order.

(1) (a) When it is deemed advisable in the interest of public health and safety, the board
of health of an organized health department or a county board of health may order that
all dogs, cats, other pet animals, or other mammals in the county or district be
vaccinated against rabies, such vaccination to be performed by a licensed veterinarian.
(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph (a) of this subsection (1), a board of
health of an organized health department or a county board of health shall not order the
inoculation of dogs, cats, or ferrets against rabies any more frequently than is
recommended in the "Compendium of Animal Rabies Control” as promulgated by the
national association of state public health veterinarians.

(2) A veterinarian, with the written consent of an animal's owner, may issue a written
waiver pursuant to the rules of the health department, exempting an animal from a
rabies vaccination order if the veterinarian, in his or her professional opinion,
determines that the rabies inoculation is contraindicated due to the animal's medical
condition.

(3) (a) The executive director of the health department shall enact rules allowing for the
exemption of an animal from a rabies vaccination due to the medical condition of the
animal.

(b) The owner of an animal seeking an exemption from a rabies vaccination for his or
her animal must provide the veterinarian with written consent for the exemption.

(c) A veterinarian supplying a waiver exempting an animal from a rabies vaccination,
county and municipal health departments, their assistants and employees, the health
department, health officers, and anyone enforcing this part 6 shall not be liable for any
subsequent accident, disease, injury, or quarantine that may occur as a result of an
animal exempted from a rabies vaccination pursuant to the rules of the health
department.

(4) A waiver executed pursuant to this section shall be accepted and recognized by any
local or regional authority issuing licenses for the ownership of animals.
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