Petting Zoo Inspection Tool

Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment

Communicable Disease Epidemiology Program

Check box & answers in italics are areas of opportunity for improvement.

1) Are food and beverages allowed in animal areas?    ( Yes   ( No

    Recommendations for Compliance:

    __________________________________________________________________________
2) Are carrying toys, use of pacifiers and baby bottles, smoking, or strollers allowed in animal areas?           

a) Toys,  pacifiers, baby bottles (circle all that apply): ( Yes    ( No

b) Smoking: ( Yes    ( No

c) Strollers: ( Yes    ( No

    Recommendations for Compliance:____________________________________________                                                  

3) Is supervision for children advised in writing or verbally by staff?  ( Yes   ( No 

a) If yes, is there an age range recommended?  ( Yes    ( No
b) Is hand-to-mouth contact discouraged?  ( Yes    ( No
c) Is there supervision to ensure appropriate hand washing after exiting animal? 

                 area?    ( Yes   ( No
    Recommendations for Compliance:___________________________________________

      _________________________________________________________________________

4) Are hand-washing stations at exit?  ( Yes    ( No
    Recommendations for Compliance:____________________________________________

5) If hand-washing station at exit, please check what kind:

( Running water & soap: (Recommended!!)
· type of soap: ( bar      ( liquid

· Can one keep the hands free from faucet while washing? (Yes ( No
· Is the sink accessible for children?  ( Yes    ( No
             ( Hand Sanitizer – Should only be supplemental to hand washing with soap and            

                  water!                              

                                                            ( wall mounted dispenser          

                                                            ( moveable bottle
              ( Communal basin (not recommended)

     Recommendations for Compliance:___________________________________________

6) Are there transition areas between animal areas and non-animal areas?  ( Yes  ( No
    The transition areas between animal and non-animal areas should be defined clearly!

a) Do entrance, transition areas include signs instructing visitors not to eat, drink, or place their hands in their mouth while in the animal area?  ( Yes    ( No
b) Are exit transition areas clearly marked with signs instructing the public to wash their hands?    ( Yes     ( No

c) Is a place for parking strollers with signage provided?  ( Yes     ( No

d) Are there signs informing visitors that animals can spread diseases? ( Yes  ( No
     Recommendations for Compliance:
___________________________________________

      _________________________________________________________________________






7) Are staff present in areas of animal contact to encourage appropriate human animal    

    interactions, to reduce risk (e.g., how to correctly pet animals, by promptly cleaning up      

    wastes), and to receive reports of injuries and exposures?

    ( Yes     ( No
    Recommendations for Compliance:____________________________________________

8) How close is the nearest food vendor location (approximately)?____________________ 

    Food vendors should NOT be located immediately adjacent to animal exhibits due to the             

    natural spread of animal feces in the environment. 

     Recommendations for Compliance:___________________________________________

9)(Fall 2009 novel H1N1 Concerns) Are piglets or pigs available for petting and human       

     interaction?   ( Yes     ( No
     Are there written advisements discouraging anyone with flu-like symptoms from 

     entering an area housing pigs or piglets? ( Yes     ( No
     Recommendations for Compliance:____________________________________________

10) Type of animals in exhibit:

( cattle    

( sheep   

( goats    

( pigs     

( rabbits     

( horses/ponies     

( birds (type______)    ( other animals: _________________________    

      THE FOLLOWING SPECIES ARE NOT RECOMMENDED!

      Bats, raccoons, skunks, foxes, and coyotes should not be used due to   

      concerns regarding rabies. Reptiles, baby chicks and ducks are at high risk of 

      shedding Salmonella, and thus are not appropriate for young children to pet!!!!

       ( baby chicks     # _____

( baby ducks     # _____

( reptiles      # _____
( monkeys     # _____(Not allowed for such display in Colorado!)
( carnivores (e.g., lions, tigers, ocelots, wolves/wolf-hybrids and bears)      #_____
( wildlife species (please list type  __________________________________#_____)  

(  other _________________________________________________________

 Total approximate number of animals in petting zoo:  _______________

11) Other observations (e.g. general cleanliness, presence of feces in exhibit, animals are not 

       in good body condition and don’t appear to be in good health, etc.): 

       _______________________________________________________________________

       _______________________________________________________________________
Person filling out inspection tool: ____________________________________________

Date of Inspection:__________  Dates Venue in Operation: ___________________

Requested Correction Date for Issues of Non-compliance:______________________ 

Agency:_____________________________________________________________ Phone Number:______________________

Delivered Petting Zoo Packet to:   ( Owner   ( Manager   ( Animal Caretaker
Name of Petting Zoo __________________________________________________

Owner or Manager of Petting Zoo (point of contact) ____________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address of Petting Zoo:  ____________________________________________________________________

City _______________________ Zip ________


Phone Number of Petting Zoo: _________________________________________

Years in Operation:  __________________________________________________

Approximate total number of animals in petting zoo:  ___________

Your effort in educating petting zoo operators is greatly appreciated!!!!

If the petting zoo operator does not properly address issues of concern or non-compliance, please notify Dr. Elisabeth Lawaczeck, State Public Health Veterinarian. The completed petting zoo inspection tool may be mailed, faxed, or a verbal report may be shared with Dr. Lawaczeck.

Elisabeth Lawaczeck, DVM

State Public Health Veterinarian

Communicable Disease Epidemiology Program

Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment

DCEED-DSI-A3

4300 Cherry Creek Dr. South

Denver, CO 80246-1530

303-692-2628, fax 303-782-0338

elisabeth.lawaczeck@state.co.us

