Animals in Public Settings

Such as Fairs, Livestock Shows

Observation Tool for Local Environmental Health Specialists

Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment

Communicable Disease Epidemiology Program

Check box & answers in italics are areas of opportunity for improvement.

1. How close is the nearest food vendor location (approximately) to animal exhibit? 

Food vendors should NOT be located immediately adjacent to animal exhibits due to the             

natural spread of animal feces in the environment. 

(List vendors and specify location if multiple vendors appear to be too close to animal exhibits with a high chance of fecal, dirt, hay/straw contamination of food preparation or sale area)

a. Vendor:  ________________________ Location: ___________________

Type of animal exhibit: _______________       

Comments:  _________________________________________________

b. Vendor:  ________________________ Location: ___________________

Type of animal exhibit: _______________       

Comments:  _________________________________________________

c. Vendor:  ________________________ Location: ___________________

Type of animal exhibit: _______________       

Comments:  _________________________________________________

    Recommendations to reduce risk: __________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

2. Are there any wastewater concerns, such as water from animal exhibit draining/pooling around a food preparation area? ( Yes   ( No

3. Are back-flow prevention devices installed between outlets in livestock areas and water lines supplying other uses on the grounds?  ( Yes   ( No 

4. If the water supply is from a well, is adequate distance maintained from possible sources of contamination such as animal holding areas, manure piles, etc.?  ( Yes   ( No
5. Are outdoor hoses used for water for human food preparation or cleaning dishes?  ( Yes   ( No

6. Are outdoor hoses accessible to the public marked as “not for human consumption”?     ( Yes   ( No
7. Mobile hand-washing stations: 

a. Are hand-washing stations or sinks provided in close proximity to exit of petting zoo or other areas that attract families/children and where contact with animals is encourage or allowed? ( Yes   ( No
b. Are the stations located in close proximity to exit of animal exhibits where public touching of animals is frequent or encouraged (e.g. petting zoos, “feed the animal” and “milk the cow” exhibits?  ( Yes   ( No
c. Are the following supplies adequate?

i. Water-- ( Yes   ( No
ii. Soap-- ( Yes   ( No 

iii. Paper towels-- ( Yes   ( No
iv. Trash receptacles for paper towels-- ( Yes   ( No 
8. Type of animals in exhibit:

      THE FOLLOWING SPECIES ARE NOT RECOMMENDED!

      Bats, raccoons, skunks, foxes, and coyotes should not be used due to   

      concerns regarding rabies. Reptiles, baby chicks and ducks are at high risk of 

      shedding Salmonella, and thus are not appropriate for young children to pet!!!!

       ( baby chicks     # _____

( baby ducks     # _____

( reptiles      # _____

( monkeys     # _____(Not allowed for such display in Colorado!)

( carnivores (e.g., lions, tigers, ocelots, wolves/wolf-hybrids and bears)      #_____

( wildlife species (please list type  __________________________________#_____)  

(  other _________________________________________________________

Please note that a “Petting Zoo Inspection Tool” is also available from CDPHE, if you wish to assist in providing guidance to petting zoo operators at local fairs, pumpkin patches, or traveling petting zoos with small ruminants, which may occur at random locations such as outside and adjacent to pet stores during pet adoption fairs.
Person filling out observation tool: ____________________________________________

Date of Site Visit: ____________  Dates venue is in operation: __________

Requested Correction Date for Issues:______________________ 

Inspecting Agency:______________________________________________________ 

Phone Number:______________________

Provided recommendations to:   ( Owner   ( Manager   ( Animal Caretaker
Name of Venue __________________________________________________

Owner or Manager of Venue (point of contact): ____________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address of Venue:  ____________________________________________________________________

City _______________________ Zip ________
Phone Number of Point of Contact at Venue:_______________________________

Years in Operation:  __________________________________________________

Approximate total number of animals in animal exhibit designed to encourage animal-human contact:  ___________

If the venue operator/manager does not properly address issues of concern, please notify Dr. Elisabeth Lawaczeck, State Public Health Veterinarian. The completed observation tool may be mailed, faxed to 303-782-0338, or a verbal report may be shared with Dr. Lawaczeck.

Elisabeth Lawaczeck, DVM, State Public Health Veterinarian

Communicable Disease Epidemiology Program

Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment

DCEED-DSI-A3

4300 Cherry Creek Dr. South

Denver, CO 80246-1530

303-692-2628, fax 303-782-0338

elisabeth.lawaczeck@state.co.us
C:\DOCUME~1\mbarnes\LOCALS~1\Temp\ANIMAL~1.DOC
Last printed 11/16/2009 10:51 AM
Created on 11/16/2009 9:55 AM

