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4 Algunas personas no deben recibir la 
vacuna desactivada contra la in� uenza o 
deben esperar

¿CuÆles son los riesgos de la vacuna 
desactivada contra la in� uenza?

8

7 Programa Nacional de Compensación
por Lesiones Causadas por Vacunas

Dígale a su mØdico si alguna vez tuvo una reacción alØrgica 
severa (atentando contra su vida). Reacciones alergias a la 
vacuna contra la in� uenza son raras.

- El virus de la in� uenza es generado en huevos. 
Personas con alergias severas a huevos no deben 
recibir la vacuna contra la in� uenza.

- Una reacción alØrgica severa a cualquier componente 
de la vacuna es tambiØn razón su� ciente para no recibir 
la vacuna contra la in� uenza.

- Dígale al proveedor de salud si alguna vez ha tenido 
una reacción severa despuØs de haber recibido una 
dosis de vacuna contra la in� uenza.

Mencione a su proveedor de salud si alguna vez ha tenido el 
síndrome de Guillain-Barre (una enfermedad paralítica grave, 
tambiØn conocida como GBS). Es posible que pueda recibir la 
vacuna, pero su mØdico debe ayudarle a tomar la decisión.

Las personas moderadamente o muy enfermas por lo general 
deben esperar hasta recuperarse antes de vacunarse contra la 
in� uenza. Si estÆ enfermo, hable don su mØdico o enfermera 
sobre si debe cambiar la cita para vacunarse. Las personas con 
una enfermedad leve por lo general se pueden vacunar.

Las vacunas, como cualquier medicamento, pueden causar 
problemas serios, como reacciones alØrgicas graves. El riesgo de 
que la vacuna cause un daæo serio, o la muerte, es sumamente 
pequeæo.

Problemas serios de la vacuna desactivada contra la in� uenza 
ocurren muy rara vez. El virus en la vacuna desactivada esta 
muerto o sea que no puede obtener la in� uenza mediante la vacuna. 

Problemas leves:
� dolor, enrojecimiento o hinchazón en el lugar donde lo vacunaron
� ronquera, dolor, enrojecimiento y comezón en los ojos
� � ebre   � dolores
Si estos problemas ocurren, en general comienzan poco tiempo 
despuØs de vacunarse y duran 1 ó 2 días.

Problemas graves:
� Las reacciones alØrgicas a causa de las vacunas que amenazan 

contra la vida ocurren muy rara vez. Si ocurren, es por lo 
general a los pocos minutos o a las pocas horas de haberse 
vacunado.

� En 1976, un cierto tipo de vacuna contra la in� uenza (gripe 
porcina) estuvo asociado al síndrome de Guillain-BarrØ 
(GBS). Desde entonces, las vacunas contra la in� uenza no 
han estado asociadas claramente al GBS. Sin embargo, si 
hay un riesgo de GBS por las vacunas contra la in� uenza que 
se usan actualmente, no debe ser de mÆs de 1 ó 2 casos por 
millón de personas vacunadas. Eso es mucho menor que el 
riesgo de tener una in� uenza fuerte, que se puede prevenir con 
vacunación.

El Programa Nacional de compensación por Lesiones Causadas por 
Vacunas (VICP)  fue creado en 1986.

Personas que piensan haber sido lesionadas por alguna vacuna 
pueden aprender acerca del programa y de cómo ejecutar un 
reclamo llamando al: 1-800-338-2382, o visitando el sitio Web de 
VICP en www.hrsa.gov/vaccinecompensation.

� Llame a su proveedor de salud. Ellos pueden proporcionarle el 
paquete con información o sugerirle otros medios de información.

� Llame al departamento de salud local o estatal.

� Comuníquese con los Centros para el Control y la Prevención de 
Enfermedades (CDC):

- Llame al: 1-800-232-4636 (1-800-CDC-INFO) o
- Visite el sitio Web de los CDC en: www.cdc.gov/flu

Vaccine Information Statement
Inactivated In� uenza Vaccine - Spanish  (8/11/10)
Translated by the Oregon Immunization Program

A� uria es una marca de vacuna desactivada, que no se dar a niæos 
de 8 aæos de edad o menores, con la excepción de circunstancias 
especiales. En Australia una vacuna relacionada a Østa estuvo 
asociada con � ebres y convulsiones en niæos menores. Para mÆs 
información consulte con su proveedor de salud.

La seguridad de todas las vacunas esta siempre controlada.  Para 
mÆs información visite:

www.cdc.gov/vaccinesafety/Vaccine_Monitoring/Index.html
 y
www.cdc.gov/vaccinesafety/Activities?Activities_Index.html

¿Cómo puedo obtener mÆs 
información?

6 ¿QuØ pasa si hay una reacción grave?

¿A que debo prestar atención?
A cualquier condición fuera de lo comœn, como � ebre alta o 
cambios en el comportamiento. Los signos de una reacción alØrgica 
grave pueden incluir di� cultad para respirar, ronquera o sibilancias, 
ronchas, palidez, debilidad, latidos rÆpidos del corazón o mareos.

¿Que debo hacer? 
� Llame a un mØdico o lleve a la persona inmediatamente a un 
mØdico.

� Diga a su mØdico lo que ocurrió, la fecha y la hora en que 
ocurrió, y cuando recibió la vacuna.

� Pida a su proveedor de salud, enfermera que informe la reacción 
presentando un formulario del Sistema de Información sobre 
Eventos Adversos a una Vacuna (VAERS).

O puede presentar este informe mediante el sitio Web de VAERS, en:
www.vaers.hhs.gov,  o llamando al: 1-800-822-7967.

VAERS no proporciona consejos mØdicos.

(8/10/10)



Meningococcal - Spanish (1/28/08)
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Rotavirus - Spanish (12/6/10)
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YOUR BABY’S FIRST VACCINES 
W H A T Y O U N E E D T O K N O W 

Babies get six vaccines

between birth and 

6 months of age. 

These vaccines 

protect your baby 

from 8 serious diseases 

(see the next page). 

Your baby will get vaccines today that prevent 
these diseases: 

� Hepatitis B � Polio � Pneumococcal Disease 

� Diphtheria, Tetanus & Pertussis � Rotavirus � Hib

(Provider: Check appropriate boxes) 

These vaccines may be given separately, or some might be given 

together in the same shot (for example, Hepatitis B and Hib can be

given together, and so can DTaP, Polio and Hepatitis B). 

These “combination vaccines” are as safe and effective as

the individual vaccines, and mean fewer shots for your baby

 

 

 

. 

These vaccines may all be given at the same visit. 
Getting several vaccines at the same time will not harm your baby. 

This Vaccine Information Statement (VIS) tells you about the benefits and risks of 

these vaccines. It also contains information about reporting an adverse reaction, the 

National Vaccine Injury Compensation Program, and how to get more information 

about childhood diseases and vaccines. 

Please read this VIS before your child gets his or her immunizations, and take it home 

with you afterward. Ask your doctor, nurse, or other healthcare provider if you have 

questions.
Individual Vaccine Information Statements are also available for these vaccines

Many Vaccine Information Statements are available in Spanish and other languages. See www.immunize.org/vis

. 

 

V

department of health and human services
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

accine Information Statement 
(Interim)

42 U.S.C. § 300aa-26

9/18/2008 
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Vaccine Benefits: Why get vaccinated? 
Your children’s first vaccines protect them from 8 serious diseases, caused by viruses and bacteria. These diseases have 
injured and killed many children (and adults) over the years. Polio paralyzed about 37,000 people and killed about 1,700 
each year in the 1950s before there was a vaccine. In the 1980s, Hib disease was the leading cause of bacterial meningitis 
in children under 5 years of age. About 15,000 people a year died from diphtheria before there was a vaccine. Most 
children have had at least one rotavirus infection by their 5th birthday. 

None of these diseases has completely disappeared. Without vaccination, they will come back. This has happened in 
other parts of the world. 

8 Diseases 
Prevented by Childhood Vaccines 

DIPHTHERIA Bacteria
You can get it from contact with an infected person. 

Signs and symptoms include a thick covering in the back of 
the throat that can make it hard to breathe. 

It can lead to breathing problems, heart failure, and death. 

TETANUS (Lockjaw) Bacteria 

You can get it from a cut or wound. It does not spread from 
person to person. 

Signs and symptoms include painful tightening of the 
muscles, usually all over the body. 

It can lead to stiffness of the jaw, so the victim can’t open his 
mouth or swallow. It leads to death in about 1 case out of 5. 

PERTUSSIS (Whooping Cough) Bacteria 

You can get it from contact with an infected person. 

Signs and symptoms include violent coughing spells that can 
make it hard for an infant to eat, drink, or breathe. These spells 
can last for weeks. 

It can lead to pneumonia, seizures (jerking and staring spells), 
brain damage, and death. 

HIB (Haemophilus influenzae type b) Bacteria 

You can get it from contact with an infected person. 

Signs and symptoms. There may be no signs or symptoms in 
mild cases. 

It can lead to meningitis (infection of the brain and spinal cord 
coverings); pneumonia; infections of the blood, joints, bones, 
and covering of the heart; brain damage; deafness; and death. 

HEPATITIS B Virus

You can get it from contact with blood or body fluids of an 
infected person. Babies can get it at birth if the mother is 
infected, or through a cut or wound. Adults can get it from 
unprotected sex, sharing needles, or other exposures to blood. 

Signs and symptoms include tiredness, diarrhea and 
vomiting, jaundice (yellow skin or eyes), and pain in muscles, 
joints and stomach. 

It can lead to liver damage, liver cancer, and death. 

P0LIO Virus

You can get it from close contact with an infected person. It 
enters the body through the mouth. 

Signs and symptoms can include a cold-like illness, or there 
may be no signs or symptoms at all. 

It can lead to paralysis (can't move arm or leg), or death (by 
paralyzing breathing muscles). 

PNEUMOCOCCAL Bacteria

You can get it from contact with an infected person. 

Signs and symptoms include fever, chills, cough, and chest 
pain. 

It can lead to meningitis (infection of the brain and spinal cord 
coverings), blood infections, ear infections, pneumonia, deafness, 
brain damage, and death. 

ROTAVIRUS Virus

You can get it from contact with other children who are infected. 

Signs and symptoms include severe diarrhea, vomiting and 
fever. 

It can lead to dehydration, hospitalization (up to about 70,000 
a year), and death. 

How Vaccines Work 

Immunity from Disease: When a child gets sick with one of these diseases, her immune system produces immunity, which 

keeps her from getting the same disease again. But getting sick is unpleasant, and can be dangerous. 

Immunity from Vaccines: Vaccines are made with the same bacteria or viruses that cause a disease, but they have been 

weakened or killed to make them safe. A child’s immune system responds to a vaccine the same way it would if the child 

had the disease. This means he will develop immunity without having to get sick first. 
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Routine Childhood Vaccines 
Six vaccines are recommended for children between birth and 6 months of age. They can prevent the 8 diseases described 
on the previous page. Children will also get at least one “booster” dose of most of these vaccines when they are older. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

DTaP (Diphtheria, Tetanus & Pertussis) Vaccine: 5 doses – 2 months, 4 months, 6 months, 15-18 months, 4-6 years. 
Some children should not get pertussis vaccine. These children can get a vaccine called DT, which does not contain 
pertussis. 

Hepatitis B Vaccine: 3 doses – Birth, 1-2 months, 6-18 months. 

Polio Vaccine: 4 doses – 2 months, 4 months, 6-18 months, 4-6 years. 

Hib (Haemophilus influenzae type b) Vaccine: 3 or 4 doses – 2 months, 4 months, 6 months, 12-15 months. Several 
Hib vaccines are available. With one type, the 6-month dose is not needed. 

Pneumococcal Vaccine: 4 doses – 2 months, 4 months, 6 months, 12-15 months. Older children with certain 
diseases may also need this vaccine. 

Rotavirus Vaccine: 2 or 3 doses – 2 months, 4 months, 6 months. Rotavirus is an oral (swallowed) vaccine, not a 
shot. Two rotavirus vaccines are available. With one type, the 6 month dose is not needed. 

Vaccine Risks 
Vaccines can cause side effects, like any other medicine.  Mostly these are mild “local” reactions such as tenderness, 
redness or swelling where the shot is given, or a mild fever. They happen in up to 1 child out of 4 with most child-
hood vaccines. They appear soon after the shot is given and go away within a day or two. 

More severe reactions can also occur, but this happens much less often.  Some of these reactions are so uncommon that 
experts can’t tell whether they are caused by vaccines or not. 

Among the most serious reactions to vaccines are severe allergic reactions to a substance in a vaccine. These reactions 
happen very rarely – less than once in a million shots. They usually happen very soon after the shot is given. Doctor’s 
office or clinic staff are trained to deal with them. 

The risk of any vaccine causing serious harm, or death, is extremely small. Getting a disease is much more likely to 
harm a child than getting a vaccine. 

Other Reactions 

The following conditions have been associated with routine childhood vaccines. By “associated” we mean that they 
appear more often in children who have been recently vaccinated than in those who have not. An association doesn’t 
prove that a vaccine caused a reaction, but does mean it is probable. 

DTaP Vaccine 

Mild Problems: Fussiness (up to 1 child in 3); tiredness or poor appetite (up to 1 child in 10); vomiting (up to 1 
child in 50); swelling of the entire arm or leg for 1-7 days (up to 1 child in 30) – usually after the 4th or 5th dose. 
Moderate Problems: Seizure (jerking or staring)(1 child in 14,000); non-stop crying for 3 hours or more (up to 1 
child in 1,000); fever over 105°F (1 child in 16,000). 
Serious Problems: Long-term seizures, coma, lowered consciousness, and permanent brain damage have been 
reported very rarely after DTaP vaccine. They are so rare we can’t be sure they are caused by the vaccine. 

Polio Vaccine / Hepatitis B Vaccine / Hib Vaccine 

These vaccines have not been associated with mild problems other than local reactions, or with moderate or serious 
problems. 

Pneumococcal Vaccine 

Mild Problems: During studies of the vaccine, some children became fussy or drowsy or lost their appetite. 

Rotavirus Vaccine 

Mild Problems: Children who get rotavirus vaccine are slightly more likely than other children to be irritable or to 
have mild, temporary diarrhea or vomiting. This happens within the first week after getting a dose of vaccine. 
Rotavirus vaccine does not appear to cause any serious side effects. 
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Precautions 
If your child is sick on the date vaccinations are scheduled, your provider may want to put them off until she recovers. 
A child with a mild cold or a low fever can usually be vaccinated that day. But for a more serious illness, it may be 
better to wait. 

Some children should not get certain vaccines. Talk with your provider if your child had a serious reaction after a 
previous dose of a vaccine, or has any life-threatening allergies. (These reactions and allergies are rare.) 

� If your child had any of these reactions to a previous dose of DTaP: 
- A brain or nervous system disease within 7 days 
- Non-stop crying for 3 or more hours 
- A seizure or collapse 
- A fever over 105°F 

Talk to your provider before getting DTaP Vaccine. 

� If your child has: 
- A life-threatening allergy to the antibiotics neomycin, streptomycin, or polymyxin B 

Talk to your provider before getting Polio Vaccine. 

� If your child has: 
- A life-threatening allergy to yeast 

Talk to your provider before getting Hepatitis B Vaccine. 

� If your child has: 
- A weakened immune system 
- Ongoing digestive problems 
- Recently gotten a blood transfusion or other blood product 
-Ever had intussusception (an uncommon type of intestinal obstruction) 

Talk to your provider before getting Rotavirus Vaccine. 

What if my child has a moderate or severe reaction? 

What should I look for? 

Look for any unusual condition, such as a serious allergic
reaction, high fever, weakness, or unusual behavior. 

Serious allergic reactions are extremely rare with any 
vaccine. If one were to happen, it would most likely 
come within a few minutes to a few hours after the shot. 

Signs of a serious allergic reaction can include: 

 

- difficulty breathing - 
hoarseness or wheezing 
swelling of the throat 

weakness - 
paleness 

fast heart beat 

hives 
- - dizziness - 
- - 

What should I do? 

Call a doctor, or get the child to a doctor right away. 

Tell your doctor what happened, the date and time it 
happened, and when the shot was given. 

Ask your healthcare provider to report the reaction by 
filing a Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting System 
(VAERS) form. Or you can file this report yourself 
through the VAERS website at www.vaers.hhs.gov, or by 
calling 1-800-822-7967. 

VAERS does not provide medical advice. 

The National Vaccine 
Injury Compensation Program 

A federal program exists to help pay for the care of any-
one who has a serious reaction to a vaccine. 

For information about the National Vaccine Injury 
Compensation Program, call 1-800-338-2382 or visit 
their website at www.hrsa.gov/vaccinecompensation. 

For More Information 

Ask your healthcare provider. They can show you the 
vaccine package insert or suggest other sources of 
information. 

Call your local or state health department. 

Contact the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) at 1-800-232-4636 (1-800-CDC-INFO). 

Visit CDC websites at www.cdc.gov/vaccines and 
www.cdc.gov/ncidod/diseases/hepatitis. 
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